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1. Be aware (programs & education) 

2. Comply (drought requirements) 

3. Get help (tech assistance) 

4. Take action (implement changes) 



3 



www.WaterSmartSD.org  

WaterSmart Resources 

http://www.watersmartsd.org/
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Classes and Workshops 
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Who is water provider to 
site? 

 Identify local irrigation 
restrictions 

Work with your team to 
comply 

PREPARE 
FOR 



1. DROUGHT WATCH actions will be required 

2. Adjust irrigation schedules:  
 After 6 pm, before 10 am 

 3X per week (Jun. – Oct.) 

 1X per week (Nov. – May) 

3. Check for runoff – no runoff allowed 

4. Make sure hoses have shutoff valves 

www.whenindrought.org 



 June through October:  No irrigation 
after 10 am or before 6 pm  

 November through May:  No irrigation 
after 10 am or before 4 pm 
 On site testing of system is OK 

 Water hose must have a  

self closing valve 

 No spraying down  

pavement without a water  

efficient nozzle 

 No Runoff 



 Restaurants must ask before 
serving water 

 Hotels must provide customer the  

option of reusing the linens 

 Fountains must be re-circulating 

 Repair all leaks within 72 hours 

 No overfilling of pools or spas 



 Continuance of all Permanent 
Water Restrictions  

 Voluntarily promote watering 3 
days a week 

 Voluntarily promote a maximum 
irrigation run time of 10 
minutes (traditional spray head) 

 City of San Diego Hotline 619 533-
5271 



 Increased promotion of the 
conservation ethic 

 Awareness of our landscapes as the 
largest user of water 

 Promotion of incentives to 
positively change the San Diego 
Lifestyle 



Hotline 619 533-5271 

Email: Waterwaste@sandiego.gov 



 Irrigate on three designated days of the 
week 
 (multi family = Mon/Wed/Fri 

 Maximum of 10 mins. per day traditional spray 

 Plus the Permanent Water Restrictions 

 Variance required for  

 non-conformance and  

 must be approved 
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“How To” Guides 



 

www.watersmartcheckup.org  

Technical Assistance 



 Irrigation Meters (not required) 

 Review Irrigation System – on site 

 Review Water Use History 

 Provide a Report Summarizing 
 Irrigation Problems, 
 Recommended Water Use and 
 Schedules 
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 $3.50 / square foot combined   

$2.00 BeWaterwise.com 

$1.50 Wastenowater.org  (City of San Diego) 

OR 

$1.50 Turfreplacement.watersmart sd.  

(County) 

 

 



 City of SD Requirements: 

 Evidence of existing grass with irrigation 

 Site visit prior to removal 

 Replace with permeable landscape 

 Mature Plants must cover at least 50% of the area 

 

 $1.50 Wastenowater.org  (City of San Diego) OR 

 $1.50 Turfreplacement.watersmart sd.  (County) 

 

 



 Watersmartsd.org 

California Friendly Landscape Class (3hr) 

WaterSmart Makeover Workshop 4 classes 

 
 Miramar Greenery supplies mulch at a reasonable cost 

 Water Conservation Garden Demonstration garden 

 thegarden .org 

 Watering Calculator    wastenowater.org 

 

 







Carlos Michelon 

Principal Water Resources Specialist 

San Diego County Water Authority 

(858) 522-6756 

cmichelon@sdcwa.org 


