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Community	Development

General Plans and Urban Forests

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Policies related to urban 
forests may be found in:
 Land Use Element

 Open Space Element

 Conservation Element

 Park and Recreation Element

 Circulation / Mobility Element

*Planners Book of Lists (2010), Governor’s 
Office of Planning & Research

Cities / Counties with 
Urban Forest 
Management Plans*
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Policy CE-J.1:
 Develop, nurture, and protect a sustainable urban 

/ community forest

o Seek resources and take actions needed to plant, 
care for, and protect trees in the public right-of-way 
and parks and those of significant importance in our 
communities

o Plant large canopy shade trees, where appropriate, 
and with consideration of habitat and water 
conservation goals, in order to maximize 
environmental benefits

o Seek to retain significant and mature trees

o Provide forest linkages to connect and enhance 
public parks, plazas, recreation, and open space 
areas

City of San Diego General Plan

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Policy CE-J.2:
 Include community street tree master plans in 

community plans

o Prioritize community streets for street tree 
programs

o Identify the types of trees proposed for those 
priority streets by species (with acceptable 
alternatives)

o Integrate known protected trees and inventory 
other trees that may be eligible to be designated 
as a protected tree

City of San Diego General Plan
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Policy CE-J.4:
 Continue to require the planting of tree 

through the development permit process

 Consider tree planting as mitigation for air 
pollution emissions, stormwater runoff, and 
other environmental impacts as appropriate

Policy CE-J.5:
 Support public outreach efforts to educate 

City staff, the business community, and the 
general public on the environmental and 
economic benefits of trees

City of San Diego General Plan
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Policies / design guidance:
 General plans can provide 

guidance for community forests, 
tree planting, and habitat 
preservation

 Policies can direct preparation of 
community forest management 
plans

 Circulation / mobility policies can 
emphasize contribution of trees 
to walkable communities

 Climate action plans can 
reinforce urban forest policies 
and management plans

Design Guidance in 
General Plans
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Yuba County General Plan: 
Form-Based Guidance

Changing landscape based on 
community type

Riparian forest buffers between 
community and working landscape
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Exhibit Design-20. Neighborhood Center 
with 360-degree Access from the 
Surrounding Neighborhood

Exhibit Design-38. Trees, Separated Sidewalk

Source: City of Gridley, Streetscape Design Plan for 
Highway 99, 2002.

Gridley General Plan: 
Community Form
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Gridley General Plan:  “Green” network 
of parks, trails, and drainage ways
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General Plan design guidance for naturalized 
stormwater management connected to roads and trails



7

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

General Plan design guidance for new park design

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Urban Forests, Design Guidelines
& Development Codes
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Gridley: streetscape guidance for 
Downtown Mobility Plan
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Gridley: streetscape guidance 
for Downtown Mobility Plan
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Rio Linda Downtown Plan and 
Form-Based Code

Guidance for new community tree canopy while 
preserving  existing riparian forest and stream habitat

Figure 3.3—M Street, After Streetscape 
Improvements
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North Highlands Town Center Code
Sacramento County

Street Trees Standards:
 Consistent theme for each district

 Variety of trees with large broad canopies that reflect 
climate and minimize water consumption

 Adequate planter area and irrigation source

Tree Preservation:
 Retain existing street trees of significant value

 Consult with arborist to reduce loss of healthy trees

 Add new street trees consistent with existing tree patterns

 Provide additional spaces on sidewalks to lessen concrete-
root conflicts
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 Enhance community safety and pedestrian 
environment by creating streets with regularly 
spaced trees in the parkway strip

 Plant the parkway area to create a shady tree 
canopy that will buffer sidewalks from the street

 Street trees should be selected to provide a shady 
canopy, while remaining within the scale of the 
street

 A detailed Streetscape Plan for all major 
highways and arterials will be established for 
Sutter Pointe

 Street tree plantings should consist of tall, high-
canopied trees that grow to a height of at least 40 
feet at maturity

Sutter Pointe Specific Plan
(Sutter County)

Canopy trees in landscaped parkways and on-
street parking with bulb-outs at intersections 
along local streets provide a safe and 
comfortable environment for pedestrians

Open space buffers provide a transition from
agricultural to residential uses and create a visual
amenity

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Community Forest 
Management Plans
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 Improve the quality of the Community Forest to 
optimize environmental, economic, habitat, and 
food

 Promote planting, preservation and protection of 
the existing Community Forest

Maintain the City’s trees in a safe, healthy 
condition as cost effectively as possible

 Facilitate collaboration among City departments 
on issues and projects involving trees

 Promote awareness and education on the 
importance of the Community Forest, tree 
planting and care, and participation in tree 
planting and stewardship

 Adopt the Community Forest Management Plan 
to guide long-term tree planting and maintenance

Davis Urban Forest 
Management Plan
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Davis Tree Ordinance (Ch. 37 of Municipal Code)

New Planting Tree Work Associated With a 
Building Permit or Discretionary 

Review Process 

Tree Work NOT Associated With 
a Building Permit or 

Discretionary Review Process 
Landmark Process: Requires review and Process: Requires review and Process: Requires review and 
Trees approval by the Planning and 

Building Department. Case may be 
referred to the Parks Director, City 
Arborist, and/or Tree Commission. 

approval by the Planning and Building 
Department. Case may be referred to the 
Parks Director, City Arborist, and/or Tree 
Commission. A Tree Preservation Plan, 
approved by the City Arborist is required 
prior to commencement of any work (Sec. 
37.05.010). Contact: Planning and 
Building  757-5610 

approval by the Parks and Community 
Services Department. Case may be 
referred to the City Arborist, the Tree 
Commission,  or both. Contact: Parks and 
Community Services 757-5626 

Trees of Process: Requires review and Process: Requires review and Process: Tree Modification Permit 
Significance approval by the Planning and 

Building Department. Case may be 
referred to the Parks Director, City 
Arborist, and/or Tree Commission. A 
Tree Preservation Plan, approved by 
the City Arborist is required prior to 
commencement of any work (Sec. 
37.05.010). 

approval by the Planning and Building 
Department. Case may be referred to the 
Parks Director, City Arborist, and/or Tree 
Commission. A Tree Preservation Plan, 
approved by the City Arborist is required 
prior to commencement of any work (Sec. 
37.05.010). Contact: Parks & Community 
Services / City Arborist 757-5626 

required for substantial pruning or removal 
on all properties except single family or 
duplex. Contact: Parks & Community 
Services / City Arborist 757-5626 

Planning & Building 757-5610 

Street Process: City street tree Process: Street tree planting may be Process: Removal requests or Tree 
Trees planting required of subdividers, 

developers and property owners 
(Sec 37.02.010). Contact: Parks & 
Community Services / City Arborist 
7575626 Planning & Building  757-
5610 

required as a condition of project 
improvements.  Any removal or 
modification will require an application and 
approved permit(s). May be referred to the 
Tree Commission. Contact: Parks & 
Community Services / City Arborist 757-
5626 Planning & Building 757-5610 

Modification Applications are submitted to 
Arborist & reviewed by Tree Commission. 
City Arborist shall be contacted regarding 
Street Tree planting or replacement. 
Contact: Parks & Community Services / 
City Arborist 757-5626. 
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Urban Forests and
Climate Action Planning

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Albany Climate Action Plan: 
Green Infrastructure improves community quality of life

 Implement Albany’s Urban Forestry 
Program 

 Plant 500 trees per year (5,000 by 2020)

 Encourage tree planting and other carbon 
sequestering landscaping

 Underground utilities to allow more trees

 Develop Green Streets program

Green infrastructure includes the 
urban forest…Green 

infrastructure benefits the City by 
improving local energy security, 

stormwater and waste 
management, and public health



13

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Albany Climate Action Plan: 
Green Infrastructure improves community quality of life

The City recognizes 
trees as a valuable 

asset

Trees can help 
the City achieve 

GHG reduction by 
sequestering 

carbon

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Albany Climate Action Plan: Implementation 
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Albany Climate Action Plan: Quantification 

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Urban Forests and
Development Design
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Concept Design for California Indian Heritage 
Center (West Sacramento)

Preserve existing riparian forest, enhance 
urban and riparian forest habitat

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Riverfront Park
 Preserve and protect the American 

River; improve open space and trails 
along the river thereby increasing 
access for all Sacramento

 Planned as a linear park located 
between the American River open 
space and riparian preserve

 Riverfront Park will be landscaped 
mostly with large native trees and 
lawn 

 The existing Two Rivers Trail 
connect to a network of walkways 
within the park with access to 
parking along Riverfront Drive

Township Nine
(City of Sacramento)
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Creating Urban Forests
(Stapleton, Denver)

Carbon Offsets and the Urban Forests June 6, 2012

Visionary projects can preserve and 
enhance the urban forest, provide 

natural habitat AND achieve many other 
community co-benefits that reduce the 

urban carbon footprint Capitol Towers, Sacramento
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